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wards which they bear no ill will and provide to the believers in
the efficacy of violence as a means of securing redress of grievances
with an infallible remedy, and withal a remedy that blesses those
that use it and also those against whom it is used. If the covenan-
ters know the use of this remedy, I fear no ill from it, I have
no business to doubt their ability. They must ascertain whether
the disease is sufficiently great to justify the strong remedy, and
whether all milder ones have been tried. They have convinced
themselves that the disease is serious enough, and that milder
measures have utterly failed. -The rest lies in the lap of the gods.
/ am,
Tours,
From a photostat: S.N. 6440; also The Bombay Chronicle, 1-3-1919
127.   LETTER TO "THE INDIAN SOCIAL REFORMER"
THE ASHRAM,
SABARMATI,
February 26, 1919
TO
THE EDITOR
THE INDIAN SOCIAL REFORMER
SIR,
I have read the paragraph in your issue of the 23rd instant1
about the Patel Marriage Bill* I have never yet given an inter-
1 In this issue, The Indian Social Reformer had quoted from a despatch of the
Ahmedabad correspondent of Tht Bombay Chronicle in which the correspondent
had written: "He (Mr. Gandhi) sees no objection in inter-marriages among
the sub-castes of the Brahmin, Kshatriya, Vaishya and Sudra communities*
There would, he held, be an infusion of fresh vigour among the present degene-
rate Rajputs if inter-marriages were frequent among the Rajputs, Bhatias^
Lohanas and Patidars* There can conceivably be nothing wrong if inter-mar-
riages among the Modh and Srimali Bania communities were the rule rather
than the exception, but on no account should the existing (sic) fourfold division
be broken through. It is desirable to weld together the four mam castes compris-
ing twenty croresof Hindu*, by neutralizing the centrifugal tendencies at present
separating the various sub-castes in any main caste, Mr. Gandhi said, subject
to the above modification, the Hon. Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya had
promised his whole-hearted support when the Inter-Caste Marriage Bill would
be referred to the Select Committee in the Imperial Legislative Council In con-
clusion, Mahatma Gandhi pointed out how a wide chasm yawned between the
Brahmin and the Dhed and warned the ardent advocates of marriage reform
against short cuts to progress/*